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INTRODUCTION

all worldly strife and mankind will once again recognize the
supreme glory of God.

The revival of religious poetry evident in the work of
Eliezer Schindler and in that of other modern Jewish poets is
like a refreshing fountain of spirituality after the dry secular-
ism which had dominated and still does to a great extent
dominate the Jewish literary scene of this century. Perhaps
this new movement will persist and grow, so that religion
will once more assume its rightful place alongside Jewish
culture and Jewish nationalism and together they will form a
stronger and more meaningful Judaism.

The poetry of Eliezer Schindler has been set to music by
several composers, among whom are the following:

Josef Ziegler—composer, choir director of the Great Syna-
gogue of Munich, died a martyr’s death in 1942.

J. N. Matskiewitch—composer, lived in Lithuania, died a
martyr’s death in 1942.

Jacob Weingarten—composer, was shot by the Nazis in
1941 in the Cracow Ghetto.

The music to the present volume was composed by Joshua
S. Weisser of Brooklyn, N. Y. Weisser is among the foremost
liturgical composers of the present time on the American
Jewish scene. He wrote a number of well-known liturgical
works among which are, “Avodath Hahazan” in 2 volumes
‘consisting of 150 recitatives for the Sabbath, and 239 recita-
tives for the High Holidays. Also in this work are included
congregational singing, songs for the home, and folk songs.
He also wrote “Baal-Tefilo,” 2 volumes, “Rinath Joshua,” 2 vols.,
“Shiroh Chadoshoh,” 60 compositions for cantor and choir
for the High Holidays, and many other beautiful and well-

known compositions.
Eva S. OLEs

Mt. Carmel, Pa.
February 1950—Adar 5710
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There is another theme running through many of Schind-
ler’s poems, and that is due to the influence of Dr. Nathan
Birnbaum, the great Jewish philosopher who died in 1937.
Birnbaum helped to bring about some of the major Jewish
movements of our time: Zionism, Yiddishism and Autonomism.
As a matter of fact it is to him that the coining of the word
“Zionism” is ascribed. In his “Gottesvolk” and “Im Dienste
der Verheissung,” Birnbaum presents his major theses which
have wielded a profound influence on contemporary Jewish
life. One of his basic beliefs was the intensification of the
Messianic Mission idea, a call to repentance and redemption.
He also believed in the strengthening of the orthodox Jewish
ranks and insisted on the necessity of communal cooperation
to promote the spiritual interests of the Jewish people. Finally,
he called for the creation of an Olim, or Ascension, move-
ment which would consist of a group of idealistic Jews who
would devote their life to Torah and spiritual pursuits. They
would isolate themselves and completely renounce worldly
customs and luxuries and work outside the regular communi-
ties in agricultural occupations. Their life would be immersed
completely in Jewish spirituality and they would thus be a
vital factor in the preservation of basic Jewish values. Their
motto would be:

Daath—knowledge, intensive study of Torah,

Rahamim—the development of a spirit of complete
humility toward God and man,

Tifereth—divine splendor, the expression of God’s glory
in the creation of beautiful art.

The admiration of the fundamental Olim idea and in par-
ticular the motto “Daath-Rahamim-Tifereth” is given expres-
sion by Eliezer Schindler in several of his creations and par-
ticularly his poem “Olim Gesang”. There he calls to his
brother-Olim to show the Jewish people the path to the Torah,
to bring them back to God through Daath, Rahamim and
Tifereth. If the Olim will be successful in bringing about this
return of Israel to its heavenly Father, there will be an end to
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the beauties of nature and the glory of God’s creation. Many
of the nature poems are tender and beautiful descriptions and
reflect the poet’s deep gratitude to God for the wonders of
His world. As we read these nature poems in particular, we
note a definite influence of the psalms. The psalmist excelled
as did none other, in singing and praising God as the Maker
of the universe, as the creator of Nature’s miracles.

“The heavens declare the glory of God
And the firmament proclaims the work of His hand.”

These words undoubtedly served as an inspiration for
some of the nature lyrics contained in this volume. Eliezer
Schindler’s poems reflect also the influence of his home in
Eastern Europe; in them are felt the religious fervor of the
Chassidim and the strains of their beautiful melodies. The
circumstances of the rise of Chassidism and the accomplish-
ments of this great movement among the Jewish masses in
Eastern Europe have already been discussed and its impact on
Jewish life pointed out. As we peruse the works of Eliezer
Schindler we will note this decided Chassidic influence, which
adds warmth and spiritual beauty to his lyrics.

Eliezer Schindler shows great enthusiasm also for another
movement which developed in Eastern Europe during the
carly part of this century. In 1917 Sarah Shenirer organized
the first Beth Jacob school because she recognized the great
necessity for a thorough Jewish education for the Jewish girls
and women of Poland. Eliezer Schindler became an active
supporter of this sacred work which eventually culminated
in the establishment of similiar schools throughout Poland and
to some extent also Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and
even Western Europe, wherever Yiddish-speaking groups pre-
dominated. E. Schindler wrote the standard text-books used
by the Beth-Jacob system and was a regular contributor to
the Beth Jacob Journal, the system’s official organ. In his
admiration for the wonderful work done by Sarah Shenirer,
he devoted a poem to her which praises her for the sacred task
of assembling the daughters of Israel around the Menorah and

the Holy Torah.
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and love for Palestine, but soon their tone changes to one of
growing pessimism as a reaction to the hardships of pioneering
in a barren desert. There is hope, too, in their poetry, and a
determination that Israel will be rebuilt. Scattered here and
there are poems of nature, singing of the beauties in the Galil
and the majesty of the hills of Ephraim. Shlonsky, Lamdan,
Bat Miriam and Elisheba are some of the outstanding names
of this school. The latter in particular is noteworthy since,
as a converted Jewess, the child of a Russian father and
English mother, she has so admirably captured the Jewish
spirit and has become a true daughter of Israel. Elisheba’s
poetic descriptions of nature’s beauty in her new homeland
are true gems, as may be seen in the following lines:

“Ye green pines in the forests of my mnative land
Guard the rest and joy of my soul;

Thete are many trees in my beautiful land

But ye only know the secret of peace.

At sunrise ye raise to the light of the sky

Your hands—branches of candelabra

Your brothers, the cedars of Lebanon,

Thus rose in years gone by in the hallowed land of God.”

Eliezer Schindler belongs to the group of modern Yiddish
poets who are imbued with an intensely Jewish spirit and
who speak from the depth of religious emotion. In their poetry
is evident a love for the God of Israel, for the people of Israel
and for the land of Israel. We find in his songs a definitely
Jewish spirit which has already been apparent in the poetry of
A. Liessin, Aaron Zeitlin, Israel Stern, Chaim Semiatitsky,
Berish Weinstein and Abraham Twersky. There is evident
among many of these poets a renewed spirit and love for the
Jewish tradition which imparts to their works a truly religious
character.

The songs in this volume are representative of this re-
ligious awakening among modern Yiddish poets, this renewed
interest in Jewish culture and tradition. We also find in the
poems of Eliezer Schindler strains of nationalism; we find
Biblical and Agadic themes, and a number of poems depicting
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nature poems we note the influence of the Psalms. Bialik’s
simple yet powerful descriptions of nature’s wonders inspire
gratitude and awe for the creator of the universe. While rest-
ing near a pond and contemplating the majestic scenery and
the clouds, he exclaims:

“And hovering o’er the wood

As though to leap

A heavenly troop—a multitude of clouds

The mists of morning—honored guests

In form like princely delegates,

Elders of the most High

Carrying scrolls—decrees

The wrath of a Great King

From one world to another.”

All types of poetry can be found in Bialik’s work: the
love lyric, the epic narrative, the folk hymn. Every aspect of
human life, particularly of Jewish life, finds its way into Bialik’s
poetry and becomes endowed by the author with poetic insight
and inspiration.

With Bialik we usher in a new era of great poetic produc-
tivity which continues to this very day. There is in this mass
of modern poetry great heterogeneity both in content and
form. Where in former days a marked similarity in content
and style was evident, here we have the outbursts of individual
poets, each one expressing himself in accordance with his own
ideology. As has already been pointed out, in Bialik a strong
religious note is evident, which can be marked to a great
extent in other works of the modern period, particularly in
the writing of Simon Halkin, Hillel Bavli and Aaron
Zeitlin. The lyricist Josef Zvi Rimon is often called a modern
paytan. Tchernichowsky, on the other hand, expresses himself
more as the man than the Jew. He is the humanist, the secular
poet of Jewish nationalism. In Shneor and Shimonowitz, Jacob
Kohen, Jacob Fichman, Jacob Steinberg, Asher Barash, Meir
Mohar, Uri Zvi Greenberg and particularly in the modern
Palestinian poets who have actually been among the pioneers
in the land, this secular tendency in Jewish nationalism is
carried still further. The latter speak of their early enthusiasm
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“His sun has set, the leader silent lies
With love of Zion in his darkened eyes.”

The poetry of the post-Haskalah period is saturated with
the national ideal, with the Zionist dream. The Jewish poetic
works of the modern era are characterized also by their
heterogeneity, by their individuality reflecting the poet’s own
philosophy, by their beauty and variety of form. The poets
drew from Biblical sources, from the Agada, and from the
literary productions of previous centuries. The lyric is developed
to a great extent in contemporary poetry, but we find little of
the genuine religious lyric which was so prevalent in by-
gone days.

Among the important figures of this latest period are
Chaim Nachman Bialik, and Saul Tchernichowsky. Bialik
is the giant of all the modern poets and his work represents
the pinnacle of poetic achievement in the contemporary period.
He is the singer of Israel, the Jewish national poet of our time.
Many other poets sang of Zion, but none possessed the poetic
insight, the genuine understanding of his people’s soul as did
Bialik. He revealed to us the deeper forces, the inner motiva-
tions of a people struggling to build a new life. Bialik fecls
the great need for those ancient Jewish values which have kept
Israel alive throughout the ages and which are now losing their
foothold among the Jewish people. It pains him to note the
increased spread of secularism creating an emptiness in Jewish
life. On seeing a desolate house of study he asks:

“Walls of the study-house, walls of the sanctuary,
Ye shelters of a mighty spirit, refuge of eternal nation,
Why are ye silent and despairing?

Do ye dream of days of yore,

Or do ye mourn for those that leave ye evermore?”

It is Bialik’s firm belief that only through a spiritual
reawakening will Israel be able to return to its ancient glory.
We see in his poetry a strong Biblical influence, in particular
from the prophets. It was they, too, who warned that spiritual
decline eventually will lead to physical destruction. In his
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of the Bible into German, Mendelssohn opened the door to Ger-
man culture to the hitherto secluded Jewish masses. Later on the
Maskilim, particularly in Eastern Europe, became more extreme
in their demands for an adjustment to their cultural environ-
ment, with a resulting tendency to modify traditional Jewish
practices. The reaction of the orthodox to these dangerous
currents gave rise to numerous controversies which find their
reflection in the literature of this period.

One more movement should be mentioned here as having
created a new, a different and enthusiastic kind of writing.
This is the rise of Jewish nationalism. The early lovers of Zion
and the pioneers actually building a new life in the holy land,
gave rise to a new literary productivity which to this day
dominates the Jewish literary horizon. In the last part of this
survey, some of the outstanding poetic works reflecting the
Haskala and the nationalistic movement will be mentioned and
their contributions briefly discussed.

As already noted, the movements of the modern era are
not of a primarily religious nature, and therefore very little
in the way of sacred poetry has been produced. The secular
element predominates, particularly in the works of the Maskilim
who were anxious to point out to the ghetto Jews their limited
horizon and reveal to them the supposed enlightenment of the
world around them. Since the childhood of most of these poets
was steeped in Jewish tradition, however, a few religious
strains do enter their poetry, and many of their reflections on
life and nature contain a religious element. Of the Haskala
poets we have above all Abraham Dob Lebenssohn and Jehuda
Leb Gordon whose poems reflect the tendencies and aims of
the Maskilim. The son of Lebenssohn, Mica Joseph, expresses
not only these ideas but brings in the elements of Jewish
nationalism and love for Zion. Biblical characters form the
substance of many of his poetic works, his Shirei Bat Zion
abounding with great Biblical figures. A few lines are here
given from his “Moshe Al Har Ha-Aborim” which reflect
Lebenssohn’s love for Zion and his sadness at the death of
Israel’s greatest leader.
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movement, though sacrificing in the process its earlier com-
parative simplicity of mystical thought. The mystical systems
became so involved that an elucidation and reinterpretation
became necessary. The Jewries of Eastern Europe in particular,
as a result of the Chmielnicki massacres and other disasters
costing the lives of hundreds of thousands of their brethren,
to which was added the disappointment of Sabbatai Zevi’s
failure, were receptive to the teachings of a new leader. The
answer to their prayers arose in the figure of the Baal Shem
Tov and his philosophy of Chassidism. It was through the
emphasis on the establishment of an intimate relation with
God, on religious enthusiasm and a reverend joy in serving
Him, that the desperate Jewish masses were lifted from physi-
cal and mental decay to greater spiritual heights. The admirers
of this religious movement were many, and even to this day
poets find inspiration in the religious enthusiasm and simple

faith of the Chasidim.

As we enter the 19th and 20th centuries, we note the
influence of emancipation and nationalism on the Jewish
literary products of the period, and the attempt of Jewish
life to adapt itself to these new conditions. The growth of
nationalism and the democratization of social classes, the be-
ginnings of scientific investigation and the breakdown of
authoritarian powers left its mark on the life of the Jews and
called forth within Jewish ranks a number of reactions, both
favorable and critical, to these revolutionary tendencies. The
ghetto walls crumbled, Jews could not and would not remain
separated from the rest of the community, they needed and
wanted to take part in world affairs. These movements created
difficulties from the religious and cultural points of view and
the danger of identification with, and eventual assimilation in
the environment threatened the survival of the Jewish people.
The Haskala movement, first in Germany and later in Eastern
Europe, was one answer to these conflicting problems. Moses
Mendelssohn in  Germany attempted to show that a
rapprochement with secular culture and learning was possible
without sacrificing religious principles. Through his translation
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tion it echoes so well, soon honored Al-Khabetz’s poem with a
prominent place in almost all its rituals; and the Lechah Dodi
is now sung all over the world on the Sabbath eve, when
Queen Sabbath holds her levée in the tents of Israel.”

Isaac Luria contributed a number of the Sabbath after-
meal hymns, Zemirot, and Israel Najara may be counted among
the greatest writers of sacred poetry. He wrote Piutim, he
wrote admonition poems, he wrote simple verses about God,
Israel, and Redemption. These are the themes that run through
all his works: love for God, for Israel, and a fervent belief in
the imminence of Messiah’s presence. His tenderness for Israel
is expressed in the following lines:

“My dove! why dost thou wander,
Fluttering from nest to nest

And like a mother in birth-pangs
Can’st thou find no rest?

Thow’lt yet be sweet and lively

In gorgeous apparel dressed.

My beloved, my sweet, my sister
In glorious jewels thou’lt shine.
For soon Ill gather thy exiles
Come sister, come bride of mine.”

Thus far the literary productions of the Jews were largely
of a religious character, and particularly in the centuries
between 600 and 1200 there is reflected in Jewish literature
a deep devotion to God, a great love for Isracl and for the
Torah. This very fertile period, particularly in the field of
sacred poetry, was followed by a slackening and temporary halt-
ing of creative religious writings in the years between 1600 and
the middle of the 18th century. An aura of mysticism which
already had its beginnings in the classical and post-classical
period, surrounded Jewish life and grew in intensity during
these years. It afforded the Jewish masses an escape from the
bitterness of their daily existence, inspiring them with new
hope of salvation. In contradistinction to the Safed Cabbalists
who were the intellectual pioneers of the mystical school, the
Cabbalists of this later period were able to popularize the
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ality in content however. The reason, as already stated, were
the persecutions, particularly in Germany at the time, and it
was men like Meir ben Yehiel of Halle and Meir of Rothenburg
who gave expression to the terrible agonies suffered by their
brethren. The burning of the Torah scrolls in 1254 was the
occasion for one of the saddest and most beautiful Kinot
written by Meir which is still recited on the 9th of Av. It is
addressed to the burning scrolls thus:

“O burnt on the pyre!

Inquire after the peace of a heart-broken man
Who is constantly crying —

A man who with jackal and ostrich is vying
In bewailing, bemoaning thy fate.”

The end of the second period of the Middle Ages is high-
lighted, in the field of sacred poetry, by the names of Solomon
Al-Khabetz, Isaac Luria, and Israel Najara., The first has made
himself immortal by his beautiful Sabbath hymn “Leko Dodi”
which to this. day forms the central part of the Sabbath
Inauguration Service. Al Khabetz together with Luria and
Najara belonged to a group of mystics called the Safed Cab-
balists who flourished in Palestine and among whose principal
aims was a closer relation of man to God. They concerned
themselves with supernatural phenomena and developed an
imaginative anthropomorphism to facilitate the retention of
spiritual impressions. The personification of the Sabbath as a
Queen and Bride in Al-Khabetz’s “Leko Dodi” is the result
of this vivid imagination.

“Come, my beloved, with chorus of praise,
Welcome Bride Sabbath, the Queen of the days.
Come in thy joyousness, Crown of thy Lord;
Come, bringing peace to the folk of the Word;

Come where the faithful in gladsome accord,
 Hail thee as Sabbath-Bride, Queen of the days.”

As Solomon Schechter says in regard to this hymn: “It
is perhaps one of the finest pieces of religious poetry in existence,
and has been translated by Herder and Heine. Universal Israel,
whose love for Bride Sabbath and whose hope for final redemp-
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The great trumpet is sounded; the still small voice

is heard;
The angels are dismayed; fear and trembling seize hold

of them :
As they proclaim: Behold the Day of Judgement!”

With the end of the classical era and the advent of the
13th century, we find a greatly diminished literary productivity.
It seems that the glorious literary accomplishments of the
previous centuries, the richness in quality and quantity of the
works during the so-called Golden Period, gave way to a com-
parative dormancy of literary genius. We find few outstand-
ing names in the years from 1200 to 1800. This was largely
due to the difficult times and the continued persecutions during
these centuries which hampered the poetic spirit and prevented
the development of artistic creation. As a result of the hatred
spread by influential exponents of Christianity, Jewish writers
limited their works to the confines of the spirit, and we note
the development of a great mass of polemic, theologic and
didactic literature. The poetry of this period is also mostly of
a polemic character and the Piyutim, the liturgical composi-
tions, are again mostly of the Slichot and Kinot type. The
latter, as already mentioned, consist of wailings and moanings
by the poet, of a great outburst of sadness at the injustice done
to his people. Whereas the Slichot and Kinot of the previous
centuries were more majestic and powerful, more demanding
of God’s justice, those of the present centuries are merely the
cries of a tired people. Spain, France, Italy and Germany
were again the main literary centers during this period and
among the outstanding names are Ibn Hasdai, Da Piera, Bedersi,
Immanuel Haromi, Moses Rieti. The latter are mainly secular
poets and Immanuel’s name is among the most illustrious in
Jewish secular poetry. Like the Italian bards of his time, he
wrote of life and of love. As our treatise is mainly concerned
with sacred poetry, we must again turn toward the paitanic
activity during this time, and we find once more a great mass
of liturgical poetry. On examining it more closely, we will
find Slichot and Kinot again predominating, with little origin-
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period and has served as an inspiration to the early Zionists
whose hearts also yearned for the soil of the Holy Land.

While these poetic gems illumined the literary skies of
Mohammedan Spain, literary activity among the Jews in
Christian Europe presents an entirely different picture. The
security and contentment of the Jews in Spain were con-
trasted by ceaseless agony and intense suffering among the
Jewish masses of Franco-Germany. The literature of this
period reflects these radically different circumstances and dra-
matically illustrates the effect of physical security on mental
productivity. While the Jewish bards of Spain, leading serene
and happy lives, were able to devote themselves to the poetic
Muse, their brethren in Germany and France poured out their
hearts to God in pain and sorrow. Their poetic productions
are in the form of solemn prayers imploring God to spare
them from the ruthless attacks of the savage mobs. The
heroic spirit of martyrdom shown by countless individuals
and communities ready to die for the glorification of God’s
name, intensified the religious enthusiasm of the Jewish masses,
and it was for the poets living through these turbulent times
to put into words this spirit of sacrifice and this love for God
and His Torah. We have thus a tremendous productivity in
the field of Jewish liturgical literature, the 11th and 12th
centuries in fact representing the heyday of Paitanic activity.
There is an abundance of Selichot and Kinot, religious hymns
particularly concerned with the persecutions and massacres
suffered by the Jewish masses at that time, and there is evident
in them the strong influence of the early Kalirian Paitanim.
Among the many hundreds of great Paitanim, the name of the
illustrious Kalonymus family comes to mind, as it was they
who contributed so much to the liturgical literature of the
11th century in Germany. To Kalonymus ben Meshullam* is
ascribed the authorship of that most majestic portion of the
Rosh Hashana Service, the Unesane Tokef.

“We will celebrate the mighty holiness of this day,
For it is one of awe and terror. . . .

* According to a popular legend, the prayer was composed by Rabbi Amnon
of Mayence and was later revealed by him to Kalonymus.
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philosopher among poets,” was a prolific writer of both secular
and sacred poetry, but it is in the latter that his genius reaches
its greatest heights. His religious hymns are free from the
often involved expressions and from the heaviness of style of
the earlier Palestinian Paitanim. They are simpler in form and
usually in strict rhyme and meter. His “Keter Malchut” or
“Royal Crown” in which he describes in rhymed prose the
structure and composition of the universe and God’s splendor
both in the material and the spiritual world, is typical of Ibn
Gabirol expressiveness and poetic insight. It was about the
“Royal Crown” that Heine made the remark “Gabirol, the
nightingale of piety whose rose was God.”

Whereas Ibn Gabirol was the philosophical poet, Abraham
ibn Ezra the scientist and intellectual poet, Al-Harisi the
more secular poet, Judah Halevi was primarily the singer, the
peaceful singer of Israel. Like the quiet yet majestic waters of
a river, his words flow in an even and mighty stream. His
secular poems reflect his philosophy of life, his serenity and
complete happiness. His sacred poetry also reflects this peace,
this inner harmony which brings about the intense yearning
of his soul for God.

“O Lord, where shall T find Thee?
All-hidden and exalted is Thy place
And where shall T not find Thee?

Full of Thy glory is the infinite space.”

One more element that is not found to a large extent
in the other poetic productions during this era is Halevi’s
burning love for the land of Israel. Many of his sacred poems
reflect this national spirit, the idea of redemption forming the
central core of his most inspiring lyrics.

“My heart is in the East
But I am in the ends of the West”

These famous lines are a forthright proclamation of his
fervent desire for Zion without which he feels his life has no
meaning. As we shall see, this national aspect of Halevi’s
poetry influenced many Jewish poets during the post-Haskalah
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who contributed the most beautiful sacred poetry and whose
works are still part of the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
Service. Kalir’s “The Lord is King” is here given as translated
by Israel Zangwill:

“The universe throbs with Thy pauseless praise
Chorus eternal, the Lord is King,

Thy glory is cried from the dawn of days,
Worshippers calling the Lord was King.

And ever the Saints who shall witness Thy ways

Shall tell that the Lord shall be King for ever.

THE LORD IS KING, THE LORD WAS KING,
THE LORD SHALL BE KING FOR EVER
AND EVER.”

This hymn expresses the thought, found so often in the
Rosh Rashanah liturgy, of God’s glory and everlasting reign.
Kalir is called by many the Master Paitan and his works are
representative of all the early Paitanim: unbounded love for
God, singing of His praises, and a longing for His Kingdom.

The years from the 9th to the 12th century in Spain were
the most creative in the realm of Jewish literature. The Jews
residing on the Spanish peninsula during those centuries were
living in comparative security and enjoyed economic freedom.
They had every incentive to pour forth their artistic talents,
to sing the praises of God and nature, unhampered by fear
or persecution. Whereas the earliest poets confined their efforts
to the field of liturgy and purely sacred poetry, we find in the
Spanish period a number of works dealing with secular sub-
jects, with love, woman, nature. Always does the theme of
God return however, and there is not one among the great
names of this era who did not see all that is beautiful and
worthwhile on earth as emanating from God. Solomon ibn
Gabirol, Judah Halevi, Abraham ibn Ezra, and later Judah
ben Solomon Al-Harisi are the outstanding figures of that
most glorious period in Jewish literature when Hebrew poetry
reached the pinnacle of its development. Solomon ibn Gabirol,
whom Heine called “the poet among philosophers and the
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and Heine, Byron and Browning, we notice this Biblical in-
fluence in their outlook and philosophy.

Although the Psalms, as Biblical lyric, occupy the most
exalted place in the literature of the Bible, they represent only
one aspect of Biblical poetry. The Bible is largely of a narra-
tive and ethical nature and as such abounds in poetic portions
dealing with memorable historic events and personalities, with
exhortation and moral teachings.

“I will sing unto the Lord, for He is highly exalted;
The horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.”

This quotation from the Pentateuch, Moses’ Song of
Deliverance at the Red Sea, is a religious epic, as it recounts
the highlights of a very impressive event and glorifies the
Almighty for causing this miraculous deliverance. Similarly,
in the age of the Judges we read Deborah’s Ode of Triumph,
her hymn to God after Israel’s victory over Sisera’s mighty
forces. Here again is the celebration of a specific historic occur-
rence and the exaltation of the Eternal for bringing about this
astounding victory.

“Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes;
I, unto the Lord will T sing:
I will sing praise to the Lord, the God of Israel.”

The Books of the Prophets abound with passages of an
exhortatory and didactic nature and entire chapters in the
Major Prophets, although not poetry in the strictest sense of
the word, may be classed with the most powerful poetic pro-
ductions in religious literature.

From the close of the Bible until the period of the
Palestinian Paitanim of the early Middle Ages, we have no
poetic works of note with the possible exception of certain
portions in the Apocrypha and Apocalyptic writings.

The first productions of medieval religious poetry took
form in Palestine between 600 C.E. and 900 C.E. These early
poetic works are called Piyutim and have been included as
additions to the Jewish liturgy. Jose ben Jose Hayatom, Janai,
Eliezer Hakalir, are the names of the first Palestinian writers
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Poetry is universal. Religion is universal. Great poetry
lifts man from his common every-day existence into the realm
of the beautiful, of the divine. It stimulates him to contem-
plate upon life in its broader aspects, to recognize the higher
values of human existence. The ultimate aim of religion is to
inspire man toward the attainment of greater moral heights,
to elevate him from his material environment and bring him
nearer to God.

There is evident, then, a great similarity of purpose, a
close affinity between poetry and religion. In sacred poetry
the two parallel streams merge to perfection. No other type
of literature permits such harmonious blending of religious
yearnings and poetic eloquence as do the rhythmic phrases of
the religious lyric.

“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament
showeth his handiwork.” These majestic opening words of the
19th Psalm exemplify religious poetry at its most inspiring
heights. The psalmist recognizes the vastness of creation as a
manifestation of God’s power and goodness and gives expression
to his admiration and love for God in these simple yet beauti-
ful words. It is precisely here, in the field of language and
phraseology, where the creative power of the psalmist finds
expression. He is not the creator of religious ideas and principles,
for those had already been formulated and proclaimed by the
fathers of the Jewish people and by Moses, the greatest of
Israel’s prophets. It was they who searched for God and found
Him, who forewarned man to heed God’s word. It was for
the psalmist to clothe these religious ideals with the garb of
song, of love, of deep religious emotion. The poetic genius of
the psalmist has nowhere been surpassed and the psalms have
remained the inspiration of poets throughout the ages. As
we survey the works of such great literary figures as Lessing

5



Printed in the United States of America by
SHULSINGER Bros. LiNnotyrPing & PusLisHing Co.
21 East 41H STREET, NEW YoRrK 3, N. Y.

)



YIDDISH UN CHASIDISH

By
ELIEZER SCHINDLER

Music by
JOSHUA S. WEISSER

Introduction in Yiddish

by
DR. BORIS M. KADER

Introduction in English
by
EVA S. OLES

NeEw York 1950






YIDDISH UN CHASIDISH

Poems



